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TROPICAL STORM ERIKA UPDATE #1(As at 12.00 noon, September 3, 2009)

MESSAGE: Tropical Storm Warning issued for the Virgin Islands (UK) and remains in effect for Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Montserrat and St. Kitts/Nevis
EVENT:

Erika began impacting the Leeward Islands on September 2, 2009 and they continue to feel the effects of the adverse weather conditions.  The Virgin Islands (UK) are now under Tropical Storm Warning and Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Montserrat and St. Kitts/Nevis remain under Tropical Storm Warning.
At 11.00 am EDT, Tropical Storm Erika was located near latitude 16.9 North and longitude 63.5 West or about 100 miles (165 km) East-South East of the St. Croix and about 200 miles (320 km ) East-South-East of San Juan, Puerto Rico.  Maximum sustained winds are about 40 mph (65 km/hr) with higher gusts and tropical storm force winds extend outward up to 175 miles (280 km).
PROGNOSIS

TS Erika is likely to weaken over the next few days and is expected to produce 3-5 inches of rain over the central and northern Antilles and the Virgin Islands (UK). 

Erika is on a West-Northwest track and moving at about 8mph (13km/hr).  The weather associated with Erika will continue to move through the Leeward Islands today and approach the Virgin Islands (UK) later today or tonight.
NATIONAL REPORTS

Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Montserrat and St. Kitts/Nevis have all reported that there has been no significant damage so far from the passage of TS Erika.  Schools and some businesses remain closed and there has been some disruption to flight schedules.

In Antigua and Barbuda, shelters remain opened in the community of Piggott’s, York’s, Bolans, Hatton and Tinnel Village.  Three families are being housed at the shelters. 

The Virgin Islands (UK) have activated their emergency plans and taken all the necessary precautionary measures.
REGIONAL ACTIONS

The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) formerly CDERA continues to remain in  contact with the states and remains ready to offer support if required.

CDEMA will continue to monitor TS Erika and provide updates as necessary.
The 24 hour contact number for CDEMA is 246 425-0386
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