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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S

	FROM:  Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer

DEPT:    Information and Training

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:  www.odpem.org.jm


For Immediate Release

NEWS RELEASE

Issued on:
Thursday, June 19, 2008 at 2:30 p.m.

ODPEM Puts on Annual Hurricane Preparedness Expo, Saturday, June 21, 2008 at the Portmore Mall

On Saturday, June 21, 2008, ODPEM will once again put on its annual Hurricane Preparedness Expo at the Portmore Mall, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. This Expo has become somewhat of a tradition both for the ODPEM, the Portmore communities and businesses in and around the Mall, with 2008 being our seventh year there! The community of Portmore was once again selected because of the captured audience that exists there, being the largest residential community in the island.

This year’s Expo will include the participation of over 20 exhibitors, both from the government and private sectors, all showcasing products and services to get you better prepared for the hurricane season and any other type of disaster, while the ODPEM will sensitize residents and businesses about disaster preparedness, reduction, management and other related issues. The following is our list of exhibitors for this year’s Expo:

	Government Sector:

	ODPEM
	National Environment and Planning Agency (NEPA)
	Mines and Geology Division
	St. John’s Ambulance

	Diabetes Association of Jamaica
	Jamaica Red Cross
	Jamaica Fire Brigade (JFB)
	Correctional Services

	Meteorological Office
	National Solid Waste Management Authority (NSWMA)
	Earthquake Unit
	

	Private Sector:

	T. Geddes Grant
	PriceSmart
	Marathon Insurance
	CariMed

	JHA Associates
	NCB
	Life of Jamaica
	Kirk Distributors

	Colgate
	NetLink Communications
	Guardian Life Insurance
	Barita Investment


Our MC will be Denise Hunt from the RJR Group while the programme will be aired live on Hitz 92FM from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

The Hurricane Preparedness Expo is just one of many activities throughout June, Disaster Preparedness Month 2008, aimed at increasing the general awareness of the Jamaican public to the importance of hurricane and general disaster preparedness. In particular, the main objective of the Expo is to sensitize our various communities about hurricanes and other hazards that Jamaica is prone, and also particular hazards that makes Portmore particularly vulnerable. This awareness must ultimately result in the implementation of more active disaster preparedness measures to effectively reduce our risks to all hazards.

The theme for Disaster Preparedness Month is “Disasters are a Constant Reality … Be Prepared for any Eventuality!”

All are invited to attend and participate in what will be a very informative and entertaining day. We especially welcome the media to join us and cover this event.

For more information about ODPEM’s Hurricane Preparedness Expo please to contact Ms. Charmaine Gentles, Marketing Manager, cgentles@odpem.org.jm or 928-5111-4 ext. 123.

Remember:


Disasters Do Happen … Be Prepared!

Contact:
Ms. Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer, kmorris@odpem.org.jm

-END-











