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For Immediate Release

NEWS RELEASE #6

Issued on:
Wednesday, August 27, 2008 at 9:45 p.m. 

ODPEM Will Not Yet Conduct Wide Scale Shelter Operations as T.S. Gustav Continues to Weaken

A Tropical Storm Warning and a Hurricane Watch remain in effect for Jamaica, even as a weakened Tropical Storm Gustav continues to weaken. This means that hurricane conditions still pose a possible threat while tropical storm conditions are expected to affect Jamaica in 24 hours or less.

In light of these developments, the ODPEM will not yet conduct wide-scale shelter operations. However, specific shelters from the Organization’s priority listing will be given special attention and activated if the need arises. These are:

	St. Catherine
	Kingston & St. Andrew
	Portmore
	St. Thomas

	1. Guys Hill High School

2. Old Harbour High School

3. Spanish Town Primary

4. Linstead All Age School

5. Troja Junior High

6. G.C. Foster College

7. Sligoville All Age 

8. Gwen Neal Basic School, Compound, Central Village

9. Inswood High School
	1. Friendship Brook All Age School

2. Golden Spring Community Centre

3. Westphalia All Age School

4. Hall’s Delight Junior High School

5. Bloxburgh Primary and Infant School

6. Somerset All Age School

7. Edith Dalton James High School

8. Riverton Basic School / Learning Centre

9. Kintyre Community Centre
	1. Southborough

2. Portsmouth

3. Naggo Head

4. Gregory Park Primary

5. Kensington

6. HEART Academy

7. Hellshire United Church


	1. Morant Bay Primary

2. Yallahs Primary

3. St. Thomas Technical

4. Seaforth High

5. Seaforth Primary



It is expected that, on its current track, the centre of T.S. Gustav will gradually strengthen while passing between Cuba and Jamaica tomorrow. Heavy rainfall and strong winds are projected to spread across the island tonight, through tomorrow, and into Friday, especially over northern parishes.

The public is therefore advised to continue monitoring radios and televisions for further advisories and to avoid areas that are at risk from flooding and landslides. Also take the following precautions in the event of heavy rains:

1. Avoid flooded waterways, gullies, streams or rivers, either on foot or in vehicles.

2. Be ready to evacuate if you live in low-lying or flood-prone areas.

3. Decide on likely evacuation routes now. Plan to stay with family or friends in safer areas or in a public shelter and move to safety.
4. Wrap important personal items, family documents, and electrical appliances in plastic bags and store away from the reach of floodwaters.
5. All small craft operators, including fishers from the cays and banks, are advised to remain in safe harbour until all warning messages have been lifted and wind and sea conditions have returned to normal.

The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC), headquartered at the ODPEM’s offices at 12 Camp Road, Kingston 4, continues to be activated and closely monitoring the progress of T.S. Gustav. Updates will be released to the public as soon as new information has been gathered.

Contact:
Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer, kmorris@odpem.org.jm 
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