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National address preparing for 2008 hurricane season


Preparing for 2008 Atlantic hurricane season

National address by EOC chairman, the honorable Mr. F.E. Richards, Governor

People of St. Maarten, visitors to St. Maarten…

It’s that time of the year again to address you on our collective need to be prepared for the 2008 hurricane season. As you would know, the hurricane season runs from June 1st through November 30.

Forecasters are predicting that this year’s Atlantic hurricane season will be more active than usual. 

The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has predicted a 65 percent probability of an above-average season and a 25 percent chance of a near-normal season. The agency predicted a 60 to 70 percent chance that 12 to 16 named storms would form, of which 6 to 9 would be hurricane and 2 to 5 would be major hurricanes.

History teaches us that a lack of hurricane awareness and preparation are common threads among all major hurricane disasters. By knowing your vulnerability and what actions to take, you can reduce the effects of a hurricane disaster. 
In recent year hurricanes have not impacted our island. Many of these remained over the ocean.
Not withstanding, we should bear in mind that we should at all time be prepared! 

The Caribbean region, of which we form part, regularly suffers the impact of natural disasters.  
When a major disaster strikes, not only can it cause serious loss of life and property, it often takes away or threatens the livelihoods and future of those who have survived. Where our island, in this regard, concerns, hurricane Luis in September 1995 is a perfect example.

I therefore implore you to be informed about the hurricane hazards and acquire knowledge, which can be used to take ACTION. 
As soon as inclement weather threatens our region, the first thing you should do is listen for weather advisories or warnings; do not respond to rumors or unconfirmed reports.
Know your hurricane ABC-preparedness. 

Such action may prevent the loss of life and minimizing the damage to property from hurricanes. 
Now is the time to prepare!  “A stitch in time saves nine!”
I thank you!

End
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