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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S

	FROM:  Cheryl Nichols   

DEPT:    Information & Training

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:  www.odpem.org.jm


For Immediate Release
NEWS RELEASE 1
ISSUED ON:
Thursday December 13, 2007 at 12:00 noon.
TROPICAL STORM OLGA
The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) is advising that Tropical Storm Olga has been downgraded and is now a depression.  As Olga moves closer to Jamaican waters, it is expected to pass north of the island.  The Met Office has therefore extended the Flash Flood Warning that has been in effect for low lying and flood prone areas across the island until 5:00pm today.    
REPORTS

St Andrew 
· Several communities in the Corporate Area were impacted by the rains which pummeled the island last night into this morning.  Among the worst affected areas are: Harbour View, Bull Bay and some sections of August Town.  

· The York Park Fire Station carried out response efforts in August Town and Harbour View

· Parish Disaster Coordinators remain on standby for emergency operations

The ODPEM will continue to monitor the situation and is advising persons to monitor the media for further updates.

FLOOD SAFETY TIPS:

· DO NOT ATTEMPT TO CROSS FLOODED ROADWAYS

· Listen to your radio to keep informed 

· Do not walk outside barefooted during or after flooding

· Move your refrigerator, stove and furniture to a higher floor, or place them on building blocks and secure to the wall.

Contact: Cheryl Nichols
              Information and Training Unit, ODPEM


  928-5111-4
cnichols@odpem.org.jm



















