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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S

	FROM:  Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer

DEPT:    Information and Training

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:  www.odpem.org.jm


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEWS RELEASE 

Issued on:
Wednesday, April 23, 2008 at 3:45 p.m. 

Courts Jamaica Ltd. Donates 100 Twin Mattresses to Flood-Affected Families in Ocho Rios, St. Ann

(Kingston, April 23, 2008)… As a responsible corporate entity, Courts has extended its hand to help the victims of the heavy rainfall and landslide that occurred in Ocho Rios and surrounding areas recently. 

On Wednesday April 23, 2008 Managing Director, Hayden Singh handed over one hundred (100) twin mattresses valued at $1 million to the Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM). The ODPEM will distribute the items among the victims of Parry Town, Snow Hill and surrounding areas who were adversely affected by the heavy rains.
It is almost a week since the residents were dislocated and many of them have started to pick up the pieces, however, this has proven to be very challenging. 

According to Mr. Singh, “The impact has been very grave and these citizens are in a very bad shape. As a responsible corporate entity, we feel the need to rise to the cause and reach out to these residents to help them rest comfortably once again. Many of them have lost all their personal belongings and are finding it difficult to cope,” he said. 

Continuing he said, “Courts is committed to adding value to the lives of our citizens and our donation today is an indication of the premium we place on a quality life for all and our commitment to building better communities. We sincerely hope that our donation will assist in restoring the lives of those affected in the shortest time possible.” 


In accepting the donation, Director General at the ODPEM, Ronald Jackson, expressed appreciation for the assistance, which comes at a most opportune time. "This event comes at a time when much of our citizens have just begun to recover from the impact of Hurricane Dean. We are now on the threshold of the 2008 Hurricane Season and events such as these will serve to increase the vulnerability of those impacted ahead of what is proposed to be an above average season. It will also draw significantly on already scarce national welfare relief resources.”

Continuing he said, “Against this backdrop Courts’ gesture is extremely encouraging; they remain committed as one of our partners. With this support we will be able to enhance our response to the citizens who were affected in the parish of St. Ann and hopefully relieve them of at least some of the stresses disastrous events usually impose.”
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Mr. Ronald Jackson (centre) thanks Ms. DonnaMarie Brooks-Gordon (right), Public Relations Executive at Courts Jamaica Ltd. for the donation of 100 twin beds. Sharing in the hand-over is Ms. Charmaine Gentles (left), Marketing Manager of ODPEM. The event took place at the Courts Head Office on Slipe Road.

The rains, which began early Thursday morning (April 17) wreaked havoc in the busy Ocho Rios town causing massive road damage and heavy soil erosion, resulting in tons of mud being deposited in the town. Businesses and schools were forced to close following the flood damage.
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