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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S

	FROM:  Cheryl Nichols   

DEPT:    Information & Training

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:  www.odpem.org.jm


For Immediate Release
NEWS RELEASE 
ISSUED ON:
Wednesday October 31, 2007 at 8:00apm.
FLOODING
The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM), is advising the public that has heavy rains continue to lash the island, a number of flooding incidents have taken place.

REPORTS

St.Andrew

· A house has collapsed in Mud Town off Gordon Town Road in Papine killing one person.  The Jamaica Fire Brigade and the Jamaica Constabulary Forces are currently on the scene.
· There is a major landslide along the Bull Bay to Dallas Castle Main road in the vicinity of Drumming Hill School.   There is no alternate route at this time.  The National Works Agency has been contacted to effect clearance.
St Thomas

A section of the Yallahs fording at 11 Miles Bull Bay has broken away.  The fording only accessible to large vehicle

The Mahogony Vale and White River Fordings are presently inundated, as a result several communities have been cut off, these are: Hagley Gap, Epping Farm, Grass Piece .

The National Meteorological Office has advised that rains should continue into the weekend.  The ODPEM is therefore urging persons living in flood prone and landslide prone areas to remain vigilant and be ready to evacuate should the need arise.
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FLOOD SAFETY TIPS:

· DO NOT ATTEMPT TO CROSS FLOODED WATERWAYS

· Listen to your radio to keep informed 

· Do not walk outside barefooted during or after flooding

· Bury all dead animals as soon as possible

· Move your refrigerator, stove and furniture to a higher floor, or place them on building blocks and secure to the wall.

Contact: Cheryl Nichols
              Information and Training Unit, ODPEM


  928-5111-4

cnichols@odpem.org.jm



















