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5/31/2006
Disaster Management Staff Meet in Preparation for Busy Hurricane Season 



GREAT BAY (GIS)—Members and representatives of several Emergency Support Functions (ESFs) groups of the Island Government’s Disaster Management & Preparedness system, met on Wednesday morning to discuss the upcoming hurricane season, which officially starts on June 1st, and the readiness of each member in terms of hurricane preparedness.

Winston Salomon, Disaster Coordinator, says that based on preliminary assessments the island’s disaster management system is prepared for the hurricane season. Now the communication process has to start to inform the people of St. Maarten. But also to continually communicate with the community so as they can prepare themselves. It is essential as well for persons to be proactive.

Sector ROB Director Joseph Dollison said that the population has to take steps in cleaning up their yards, removing zink fencing, and not waiting until the last minute to do so. Currently, public works is busy cleaning out the gutters and culverts to assist with the drainage process of heavy rains, among other natural disasters such as flooding.
In addition, an early warning siren system is being purchased and is scheduled to be installed in the near future.   More information will be forthcoming. 

The list of Hurricane Shelters has been released and is as follows:

HURRICANE SHELTERS 2006 

1. Genevieve de Weever school


Sucker Garden

2. Senior Citizen Center



Hope Estate

3. John Larmonie Center



Philipsburg

4. New Testament Baptist Church


Philipsburg

5. Sr. Marie Laurence School


Middle Region

6. Dutch Quarter Community Center

Dutch Quarter

7. Milton Peters College



South Reward


8. Hillside Christian School



St. Peters

9. Raoul Illidge Sports Complex


Cay Hill

10. Leonard Conner School



Cole Bay

11. Leopold Bell School



Cole Bay

12. Salvation Army Building



Cole Bay


13. Christian Fellowship Church


Cole Bay

14. Allan Halley Community Center

Simpson Bay
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