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For Immediate Release: Thursday, June 29, 2006/N093
Governor Richards calls on community to check hurricane preparatory to do list
GREAT BAY, St. Maarten (GIS) – Governor Franklyn E. Richards, as Chairman of the Island’s Disaster Emergency Management Organization, the Emergency Operations Center (EOC), is calling on the St. Maarten community to review their hurricane to do checklist as we move further into the hurricane season.
Richards adds that the season has already seen its first tropical storm, Alberto.  Hurricane specialists have already forecasts a very active 2006 hurricane season and that at least one major hurricane will make landfall in the Caribbean.

The forecast calls for 13-17 named storms, with 8 to 10 becoming hurricanes, and of these four to six becoming major hurricanes of category three strength or higher. 
The theme for this hurricane season is, ‘Prepare Early: Better Safe than Sorry.  Actions that should be taken now are: make sure that your hurricane shutters are in good working order.  If you don’t have any, you should seek an alternative to securing your windows and doors of your home.  Tree branches should be trimmed from around your home.  The same also applies to businesses.
Your yard and surroundings should be cleaned of all debris and non-household garbage that could fly around damaging your home and that of your neighbors.  
Stock non-perishable emergency supplies as part of a disaster supply kit.  Have enough food (non-perishable) for three to seven days, packaged or canned food/juices; food for infants or the elderly; snack food; animal food; a non-electric can opener; cooking tools (matches)/fuel; paper plates and cups; plastic utensils; blankets and pillows.  You should at least have one gallon daily per person of water for three to seven days.

Other items that should form part of your disaster kit are: first aid kit (medicines, prescription drugs); toiletries; flashlight; extra batteries; a battery operated radio; extra cash; toys and games for the kids; books and magazines; secure important documents in a waterproof container; have adequate fuel in your vehicle; and keep a set of tools with you during the storm. 

“As our theme for the season says, ‘Prepare Early: Better Safe than Sorry.’  Everyone should not wait until the last moment to do things.  Everything should be in place already, and if not, do so now,” Governor Richards told the Government Information Service (GIS) on Thursday. 
The names of the storms for this season will be: Beryl, Chris, Debby, Ernesto, Florence, Gordon, Helene, Isaac, Joyce, Kirk, Leslie, Michael, Nadine, Oscar, Patty, Rafael, Sandy, Tony, Valerie and William.

The hurricane season runs from June 1 through November 30.
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