
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
ESSENTIAL MATERIALS BEING COLLECTED FOR HURRICAN IVAN RAVAGED GRENADA.

Norfolk, Virginia – September 21, 2004 – Hurricane Ivan’s impact on Grenada is unprecedented, with 90% of structures damaged.  The entire island is ‘Smashed-up’, says Reginald Charles, a Grenada resident and taxi bus driver.  With approximately 90,000 residents, Grenada is one of the poorer Caribbean nations and will need much outside assistance to recover.  Essential materials, with a focus on roofing and simple building materials are being solicited and collected at the Salvation Army Corps Community Center in Norfolk, Virginia.  Commitments to donate materials have been secured by organizations including; J.D. Miles & Sons Roofing, Habitat For Humanity, Bradco Supply, and others.  Commitments to ship the donated materials have been secured by organizations including; the Virginia Beach Foundation, and the Government of Grenada.  Commitments to distribute the materials have been secured by Samaritan’s Purse.  
Much of what we often take for granted like the roof over our head, homeowner’s insurance and a well stocked store down the street are not existent or in very short supply in places like Grenada.   The nature of Ivan’s damage and the general circumstances in Grenada make this situation particularly demoralizing.  This is an opportunity to lift the spirits of many, not just in Grenada, in this difficult Hurricane season.

Material donations are being collected at the Salvation Army Corps Community Center, 5516 Raby Road, Norfolk, Virginia 23502, near Virginia Beach Boulevard Monday through Thursday between the hours of noon and 3 PM or by appointment.
Essential materials in order of need are as follows;

roofing – galvanized or zinc coated metal sheets, asphalt roll & shingles, felt paper, nails
framing – plywood, lumber 2” x 4”,6”,8” at least 6 feet long or longer, nails, screws

general - windows, doors, locks, hinges, siding, electrical wire, bagged cement
tools – hammers and hand tools, generators, extension cords, saws, blades, drills, bits, etc

transportation – one used Toyota pick-up truck, one small utility trailer
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Aldo DiBelardino, coordinator

757-572-2078 – mobile
757-481-9142 – office voice & fax

SpiritForGrenada@yahoo.com
Grace Ramos

Salvation Army

757-544-3315 – mobile

grace_ramos@uss.salvationarmy.org



