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For Immediate Release: Tuesday, August 31, 2010/EOC – Advisory #4 - 12.00pm
EOC: Curfew lifted as of 10.00am; 
 
GREAT BAY, Sint Maarten (GIS) – Operational leaders of the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 10 Emergency Support Functions (ESFs) met at the Fire Department in Cay Hill this morning to assess the situation on the island with respect to post Hurricane Earl clean-up as well as approaching Tropical Storm Fiona.
Curfew: The curfew was lifted at 10.00am by order of the Acting Lt. Governor Reynold Groeneveldt.  This was done because of the accelerated clean-up efforts carried out by the Departments of Public Works, Fire and private contractors of the main road network system.
Acting Lt. Governor Groeneveldt recommends those persons who don’t need to be on the road should remain at home cleaning up their yards in order for the national clean-up effort to continue in the various districts.

Groeneveldt would like to thank all government departments and emergency services that played a role in the pre and post hurricane period for their efforts and doing a great job. 

Schools: An assessment of schools will be carried out on Tuesday and a decision will be taken quickly when schools can reopen.  
Electricity/Water: GEBE continues to be confronted with the situation of rough seas at the Cay Bay Power Plant.  A number of generators that use sea water to cool the systems are still offline due to the sea state. Load shedding will be necessary and you are hereby advised to use as less electricity as possible in order to limit load shedding in the various districts.
GEBE crews are out assessing overhead lines and the distribution grid and making the necessary repairs.

Water levels in the storage tanks are at low levels.  A transformer at the Water Plant has some problems and technicians are busy working on repairing the problem.  Until that issue has been resolved water production is limited and residents are advised to use water sparingly until this problem has been resolved.
Clean-up & Debris Removal: 
The Public Works Department has teams out clearing the various districts.  Front and Back Street should be cleared of most debris within the next few hours.  The Boardwalk will be cleared once an assessment has been made with respect to Tropical Storm Fiona which is forecasted to pass over 100 miles from Sint Maarten.

Drains are to be cleared prior to any inclement weather.  
Airport/Harbour and Hotel Infrastructure: 
No damage has been reported at the Princess Juliana International Airport.  The airport will provide information about flight operations.

Assessments are to be carried out at the Dr. A.C. Wathey Cruise and Cargo facilities.  No major damage has been reported based on a preliminary assessment. Divers need to assess the water depth before the all clear sign can be given.  As the seas clear and subside these assessments will be carried out immediately.
The hotel plant infrastructure is all intact.  No major damages have been reported other than minor water damage.

Food Safety/Dengue Fever Prevention: Health inspectors are out in the field assessing food safety matters where supermarkets, grocers and restaurants are concerned. 

Residents are urged to implement measures to prevent mosquito breeding by removing any and all containers that can hold water.  

Tropical Storm Fiona: The public is hereby asked to monitor the progress of Tropical Storm Fiona which is several hundred miles East of Sint Maarten.  The island is under a Tropical Storm Watch.  
The EOC meeting was chaired by Acting Lt. Governor Reynold Groeneveldt.  Also present was second Acting Lt. Governor Nilda Arduin-Lynch. 
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