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For Immediate Release

PRESS RELEASE #20
Issued on:
Friday August 29, 2008 at 11:45 p.m.

Tropical Storm Warning remains in effect
The Tropical Storm warning issued by the National Meteorological Service remains in effect for Jamaica as Tropical Storm Gustav continues to move away the island.  This means that tropical storm conditions, including possible sustained wind speeds of 63-117 km/h (40-74 mph), are expected to continue affecting Jamaica.

Affected Communities:

· Water levels continue to rise in the cave River community resulting in the evacuation of sections of the community.
· A landslide has reportedly occurred in the King Weston area of St. Mary resulting in the collapse of a house.

Shelters

· There are currently 1506 persons in 92 shelters islandwide.

Road Infrastructure

· The National Works Agency has begun clearing roads and restoring access to communities.  Access has been restored to the Norman Manley International Airport

Actions

· The JDF has been deployed in the king Weston area to conduct reconnaissance on the reported landslide covering the house.

Other
· Rapid Aerial reconnaissance team will be deployed as soon as the all clear signal has been issued

· Evacuation of the communities affected by the rising water from the Cave River

· Airlifting of shelter supplies by the JDF to shelters in eastern parts of St. Andrew has been suspended due to inclement weather.

The ODPEM advises all to continue monitoring radio and television stations for further advisories and to avoid areas that are at risk from flooding and landslides. The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC), headquartered at the ODPEM’s offices at 12 Camp Road, Kingston 4, continues to be activated and closely monitoring the progress of T.S. Gustav. 

Contact:
Cheryl Nichols
 cnichols@odpem.org.jm
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