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For Immediate Release

PRESS RELEASE #14

Issued on:
Thursday August 28, 2008 at 9:00 p.m.

T.S. Gustav Now Moving Across Central Jamaica – Country Still Under Hurricane Warning

The Met Service continues the Hurricane Warning for Jamaica as Tropical Storm Gustav moves along the coast of south-central parishes. This means that the island may experience dangerously high water or a combination of dangerously high water and exceptionally high waves, and average winds of 118 km/h (75 mph) or higher.


The public is being advised to treat the situation seriously, as the current path will see the storm moving along Jamaica’s South Coast, resulting in widespread impact.
Affected Communities:

	Parish
	Communities
	Hazard

	Portland
	Happy Grove
	Wind damage (2 roofs lost)

	
	Grange Hill
	Wind damage to roof

	
	Long Bay
	Storm Surge and roof damage

	St. Thomas
	Johnson Mountain
	1 house destroyed

	
	Spring Bank
	3 houses destroyed


Status of National Infrastructure:

	Parish
	Roads/Bridges
	Status
	Alternate Routes

	St. Andrew
	New Castle Main Road
	Impassable
	-

	Portland
	Long Bay to Manchioneal
	Blocked by debris
	-

	
	Hope Bay to St Margaret’s Bay
	Slippery
	-

	
	Non Such, Fairy Hill, Sherwood Forrest 
	Blocked by Fallen trees
	-

	St. Thomas
	Windsor Forest
	Blocked by fallen trees
	-

	
	Bath to bath Fountain
	Blocked by fallen trees
	-

	
	Winchester main Road, Stokes hall
	“
	-

	
	Bath to Hordely Crossing
	“
	-

	
	Bath to Barrette Gap
	“
	-

	
	Whitehall to Golden Valley
	“
	-

	
	Whitehall to Golden valley
	Landslide
	No alt. route

	St. Mary
	Junction Road
	Fallen Rocks
	Exercise caution

	
	HIghgate
	Fallen lightpole
	-

	
	
	
	-

	St. Ann
	Chalky Hill
	Road Accident
	-

	
	Round-about at St Anns Bay Hospital
	Road accident
	-

	Manchester
	Spur Tree
	Tanker overturned
	-


Evacuations:

· The St. James and Trelawny Infirmaries have been evacuated. 

· Voluntary evacuation of sections of Bull Bay community

There are also unconfirmed reports of a motorcar being washed away in the Eleven Miles Fording in Bull Bay. The ODPEM is now doing its checks to verify these reports.

The public is being urged to continue monitoring radios and televisions for further advisories and to avoid areas that are at risk from flooding and landslides. Also take the following precautions in the event of heavy rains:

1. Avoid flooded waterways, gullies, streams or rivers, either on foot or in vehicles.

2. Be ready to evacuate if you live in low-lying or flood-prone areas.

3. Decide on likely evacuation routes now. Plan to stay with family or friends in safer areas or in a public shelter and move to safety.
4. Take the following with you if you must go to a shelter:
· Blankets and extra clothing; Medication; 24 hours’ supply of non-perishable food and water and a can opener; toilet articles such as toilet tissue and soap; portable radio, flashlights and batteries; First Aid Kit.
5. Wrap important personal items, family documents, and electrical appliances in plastic bags and store away from the reach of floodwaters.
6. All small craft operators, including fishers from the cays and banks, are advised to secure their vessels and remain in safe harbour until all warning messages have been lifted and wind and sea conditions have returned to normal.

The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC), headquartered at the ODPEM’s offices at 12 Camp Road, Kingston 4, continues to be activated and closely monitoring the progress of T.S. Gustav. 

Contact:
Kerry-Ann Morris, kmorris@odpem.org.jm 
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