HURRICANE WATCH BULLETIN
A Hurricane Watch is issued when Anguilla could experience Hurricane Force conditions within the next 36 hours.

TROPICAL STORM OMAR
Public Advisory No. 9
5:00pm

Tuesday 14 October 2008
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...OMAR RAPIDLY INTENSIFIES TO NEAR HURRICANE STRENGTH...

...HURRICANE WATCHES AND TROPICAL STORM WARNINGS ISSUED...

Anguilla has been put under a Tropical Storm Warning and a Hurricane Watch by the Antigua & Barbuda Meteorological Office.  This means Anguilla could experience Tropical Storm conditions within the next 24 hours and Hurricane conditions within the next 36 hours.
Following is the 5:00pm advisory from the National Hurricane Centre.
AT 5 PM AST...2100 UTC...A HURRICANE WATCH AND A TROPICAL STORM

WARNING HAVE BEEN ISSUED FOR PUERTO RICO AND THE U.S. VIRGIN

ISLANDS.

AT 5 PM AST...THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE NETHERLANDS ANTILLES...ANTIGUA

AND BARBUDA...AND FRANCE...HAVE ALSO ISSUED A HURRICANE WATCH AND A

TROPICAL STORM WARNING FOR THE BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS AND THE

ISLANDS OF ANGUILLA...ST. KITTS...NEVIS...SABA...ST. EUSTATIUS...

ST. MAARTEN...ST. MARTIN...AND ST. BARTHELEMY.

AT 5 PM AST...THE GOVERNMENT OF ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA HAS ISSUED A

TROPICAL STORM WATCH FOR THE ISLAND OF MONTSERRAT.

AT 5 PM AST...THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC HAS

DISCONTINUED THE TROPICAL STORM WATCH FOR THE EASTERN PORTION OF

THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.

AT 500 PM AST...2100Z...THE CENTER OF TROPICAL STORM OMAR WAS

LOCATED BY AN AIR FORCE RESERVE UNIT RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT TO BE

NEAR LATITUDE 14.0 NORTH...LONGITUDE 68.5 WEST OR ABOUT 345

MILES...550 KM...SOUTH-SOUTHWEST OF SAN JUAN PUERTO RICO AND ABOUT

120 MILES...195 KM...NORTH-NORTHEAST OF CURACAO.

OMAR IS MOVING TOWARD THE EAST-NORTHEAST NEAR 7 MPH...11 KM/HR.

A TURN TO THE NORTHEAST IS FORECAST TO OCCUR LATER TONIGHT OR EARLY

WEDNESDAY...WITH A GRADUAL INCREASE IN FORWARD SPEED EXPECTED BY

WEDNESDAY EVENING AND ESPECIALLY ON THURSDAY. ON THE FORECAST

TRACK...OMAR IS EXPECTED TO MOVE PASS OVER OR NEAR THE NORTHERN

LEEWARD ISLANDS WEDNESDAY NIGHT.

MAXIMUM SUSTAINED WINDS ARE NEAR 70 MPH...110 KM/HR...WITH HIGHER

GUSTS.  ADDITIONAL STRENGTHENING IS FORECAST DURING THE NEXT 48

HOURS AND OMAR COULD BECOME A HURRICANE LATER TONIGHT OR ON

WEDNESDAY.

TROPICAL STORM FORCE WINDS EXTEND OUTWARD UP TO 90 MILES...150 KM

...MAINLY EAST THROUGH SOUTH OF THE CENTER.

THE MINIMUM CENTRAL PRESSURE ESTIMATED FROM RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT

DATA IS 982 MB...29.00 INCHES.

OMAR MAY PRODUCE TOTAL RAINFALL AMOUNTS OF 4 TO 8 INCHES OVER

PORTIONS OF THE NETHERLANDS ANTILLES...WITH MAXIMUM AMOUNTS OF

12 INCHES POSSIBLE.  RAINFALL AMOUNTS OF 2 TO 4 INCHES WITH MAXIMUM

AMOUNTS OF 6 INCHES ARE POSSIBLE ACROSS EXTREME NORTHWESTERN AND

NORTH CENTRAL VENEZUELA AND THE NORTHERN GUAJIRA PENINSULA.  TOTAL

RAINFALL AMOUNTS OF 5 TO 10 INCHES...WITH MAXIMUM AMOUNTS UP TO 20

INCHES...WILL BE POSSIBLE ACROSS PUERTO RICO AND THE NORTHERN

LEEWARD ISLANDS...ESPECIALLY ON WEDNESDAY.  THESE RAINS COULD

PRODUCE LIFE-THREATENING FLASH FLOODS AND MUD SLIDES.

OMAR IS EXPECTED TO PRODUCE LARGE SWELLS THAT WILL AFFECT THE WEST-

AND SOUTH-FACING COASTS OF ALL OF THE ISLANDS OF THE LESSER

ANTILLES. THESE PROLONGED SWELLS COULD CAUSE BEACH EROSION AND

DAMAGE TO COASTAL STRUCTURES.

REPEATING THE 500 PM AST POSITION...14.0 N...68.5 W.  MOVEMENT

TOWARD...EAST-NORTHEAST NEAR 7 MPH.  MAXIMUM SUSTAINED WINDS...70

MPH.  MINIMUM CENTRAL PRESSURE...982 MB.

The Department of Disaster Management continues to monitor Tropical Storm Omar. Residents and visitors are advised to start preparations for the onset of a Category 1 Hurricane.  Please listen to Radio Anguilla or your favourite local Radio and Television Stations for updates. 
A Tropical Storm Warning and a Hurricane Watch is in effect for Anguilla, 
The next advisory will be issued at 8:00pm Anguilla time.

If you require additional information please call the Department of Disaster Management on 497-2926 or 476-3623 or the on-call duty person at 476- 3622. 
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Diagram Below:
Please note the graphic is from the 2pm advisory.
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