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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S

	FROM:  Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer

DEPT:    Information & Training Unit

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:  www.odpem.org.jm


NEWS RELEASE #31

ISSUED ON:  Wednesday, August 29, 2007 at 8:00 p.m.
Update on Damage Assessments of Jamaica’s Critical Facilities Post-Hurricane Dean

The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) is reporting the following damage assessments of the island’s critical facilities:

Health

The Ministry of Health’s National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) continues to direct and coordinate the health sector’s post-Hurricane Dean activities. The main objectives continue to be:

1. Restoration of health service delivery to normal levels

2. Maintaining the health status of Jamaicans and all other persons resident in the island.

3. Prevention and control of disease outbreaks.

The priority programmes and activities continue to be: 

1. Health education, including at the community level 

2. Environmental health, to include

a. Water quality monitoring

b. Food safety

c. Vector control

d. Environmental sanitation

3. Primary and secondary care services

4. Epidemiological surveillance

5. Management of vulnerable groups for health

6. Damage and needs assessments
7. Management of donations and relief supplies
Health Damage Assessment
Based on updated preliminary estimates, some 112 health facilities suffered damages caused by Hurricane Dean, estimated at J$168.4 million (US$2.4 million).

The table below summarizes the total estimates.

	Facility
	Numbers Damaged
	Estimated Cost J$
	Estimated Cost US$

	Hospitals and Other Facilities
	29
	$58,186,000.0
	$835,285.67

	Health Centres
	77
	$62,774,000.0
	$908,320.07

	Residential Child Care Facilities (Government Owned)
	6
	$47,111,450.0
	$681,687.89

	TOTAL
	112
	$168,071,450.00
	$2,425,293.63


Power has been restored to 133 health centres while 28 health centres continue to function on generator.

Water Supply

The National Water Commission (NWC) is reporting that it is operating at 92% of its normal production capacity. The Commission is also reporting that the greater Mandeville water supply is back on track. This system is electricity-dependent and, with the restoration of power, water has been restored to the area.

Electricity

As at August 29, 2007, the Jamaica Public Service (JPS) reported that power had been restored to 85% of its customers. Despite the heavy rains and thunderstorms over the past 48 hours, JPS completed restoration work in several parishes. 

The ODPEM will continue keep the country informed as the post-Hurricane Dean recovery and relief efforts unfold.

Contact: Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer, kmorris@odpem.org.jm
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