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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S

	FROM:  Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer

DEPT:    Information & Training Unit

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:  www.odpem.org.jm


NEWS RELEASE #29

ISSUED ON:  Wednesday, August 29, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.
Assessments of Impact of Hurricane Dean on Jamaica Continues

Affected Communities

The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) is reporting that a total of 169 communities in 12 parishes have been affected by the passage of Hurricane Dean. 

The most severely impacted parishes and communities are:

· Kingston & St. Andrew: Bull Bay, Caribbean Terrace

· St. Catherine: Old Harbour Bay

· Clarendon: Rocky Point and Portland Cottage

· St Elizabeth: the Southern belt

· Manchester: the southern sections including Cross, Keys, Prattville and Alligator Pond

Actions Taken up to Tuesday, August 28, 2007

National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) Management

· The NEOC continues to be activated and periodic parish updates are collected.

Welfare

· The monitoring of shelters and feeding of shelter occupants continues.

· Food distribution to St. Thomas has been done, totaling 300 packages.

· The Ministry of Labour and Social Security (MLSS) assessed a total of 19,240 persons.

· Over 500 food packages have been distributed to Old Harbour Bay.

· The Jamaica Red Cross (JRC) distributed 150 tarpaulins and 300 hygiene kits to Old Harbour Bay CDA.

Damage Assessment

· Sectoral assessments are ongoing.

· The National Response Team (NRT) met to discuss the country’s current status, damage assessment, challenges/gaps and the way forward.

Overseas Assistance

· A flight from Cayman came in the island with relief supplies on August 28, 2007.

· A team was deployed to the Port to facilitate relief clearance.

Water Distribution

· Six water tanks have been distributed to St. Elizabeth: Lovers Leap, Carlysle and Retreat.

Actions to be Taken

· Continuation of damage assessment activities.

· Servicing of shelters with welfare items and water supply.

· Relief distribution for shelters that remain open.

· Establishment of additional water distribution stations.

· Establishment of additional emergency bathroom facilities in Old Harbour Bay.

· Continued water distribution to affected communities pending restoration of regular water supply.

· Management of relief clearance.

· Kingston and St. Andrew to receive 12 water distribution stations from OXFAM International.

· The communities of Taylors Lands, Ten Miles and Eight Miles to receive four water distribution stations from OXFAM International.

· The communities of Llandewey, Dalvey and Morant Bay to receive four water distribution stations.

· Food to be delivered to Manchioneal and other communities in Portland.

The ODPEM will continue to keep the country informed as the post-Hurricane Dean reconstruction and relief efforts continue.

Contact: Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer, kmorris@odpem.org.jm
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