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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S

	FROM:  Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer

DEPT:    Information & Training Unit

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:  www.odpem.org.jm


NEWS RELEASE #21

ISSUED ON:  Wednesday, August 22, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.
Impact of Hurricane Dean on Jamaica

Casualties

Four persons are confirmed dead as a result of injuries related to the passage of Hurricane Dean. 

· In St. Andrew a 34-year-old male was electrocuted while trimming tree limbs.

· In Clarendon a 44-year-old farmer was found dead in the ruins of his home.

· In St. Thomas a 15-year-old female was critically injured by concrete block, which fell through her roof.

· In St. Elizabeth a 48-year-old female succumbed to injuries received from flying debris.

Damage Assessment

Areas Impacted

Within 12 hours of the impact of hurricane Dean on Jamaica, two rapid aerial reconnaissances were undertaken primarily along the southern parishes of the island. These flights covered the parishes of St. Catherine to Westmoreland and Kingston & St. Andrew to Portland and St. Mary. From the aerial reconnaissance five areas have been identified as being severely damaged. These are:

· Clarendon: Portland Cottage and Rocky Point

· St Catherine: Old Harbour Bay

· Kingston & St. Andrew: Caribbean Terrace and Bull Bay

Ground teams were deployed to undertake initial assessment of the communities to ascertain the number of houses damaged and the levels of damage associated with these houses.

Initial Assessment

The assessment revealed that in the above communities just fewer than 1600 houses sustained level 1 to level 4 damage (minor damage to destroyed). The majority of the damage was concentrated in Clarendon, which recorded 56% of the damage, followed by St Catherine and Kingston and St. Andrew with 30% and 14% respectively. 

	SUMMARY OF DAMAGE

	Parish
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4
	Total
	%age of total

	Clarendon
	142
	191
	329
	227
	889
	56

	St. Catherine
	0
	55
	37
	382
	474
	30

	Kingston and St. Andrew
	109
	42
	31
	39
	221
	14

	Total
	251
	288
	397
	648
	1584
	100

	%age of Total
	16
	18
	25
	41
	100
	 


Approximately 41% of the damage in the critically affected areas sustained level 4 damage and 25% had major damage. That is, 66% of the houses are destroyed or need major repairs. St Catherine has the highest percentage of destroyed houses, however, Clarendon had the highest number of major damage and destroyed houses combined.

Generally, observation of overall damage in these areas was restricted to fallen trees, fallen utility poles and utility lines and lack of water supply.


The assessment process is on going and the figures are expected to increase as data becomes available.

Actions Taken

The following are some of the actions undertaken by the ODPEM:

· The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) continues to be activated.

· Resource and Needs list are constantly being compiled.

· Security and welfare functional groups developed plans of action for response.

· Monitoring of shelters and feeding of shelterees

· Relief distribution carried out to Old Harbour and Manchester

· Collation of Damage Assessment Data

· Food Drops to Westphalia, Halls Delight, Hagley Gap, Penlyne Castle

· Parish EOC’s deactivated in the Southern Region

Actions to be Taken

The ODPEM has identified the following to be done:

· Continuation of damage assessment activities.

· Food drops to cut- off communities Westphalia, Hagley’s Gap, Penlyne Castle and Halls Delight

· Continued attempts to re-establish communication links with affected parishes

· Servicing of shelters with water by NWC

· Arrangement of relief distribution for affected communities in St. Thomas

· Relief distribution for shelters which remain open

· Establishing of water distribution stations in affected communities

The ODPEM will continue to keep the country informed as the post-Hurricane Dean reconstruction and relief efforts continue.

Contact: Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer, kmorris@odpem.org.jm
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