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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S 

	FROM:         Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer
DEPT:           Information & Training Unit

PHONE:       (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:    www.odpem.org.jm


NEWS RELEASE #3
ISSUED ON: Tuesday, October 9, 2007 at 4:30 p.m.

FLASH FLOOD WARNING REMAINS IN EFFECT FOR ALL PARISHES

As the island continues to be influenced by unstable weather conditions, The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) has been advised by the Meteorological Service of Jamaica that the Flash Flood Warning remains in effect for low-lying and flood-prone areas in all parishes across Jamaica until 5:00 p.m. today. A Flash Flood Warning means that flooding has been reported or will occur shortly. All Parish Disaster Committees will remain on alert during the period of the Flash Flood Warning.
The ODPEM received the following reports out of St. Thomas:

· A tree fell on a wooden house on Fountain Road in the Bath area. The house is completely demolished. The occupants are now sheltering with friends and relatives.  

· An unnamed river inundated its banks and affected the residents of Back Bush in Yallahs. A total of 31 persons are now sheltering at the Yallahs New Testament Church.

The National Works Agency (NWA) reported the following blocked roads:

· Bath to Barrett Gap - there is no alternative route

· Bath to Bath Fountain – there is no alternative route

· Bath to Hayfield 

· Potossi to Morant River Bridge – reduced to single lane traffic

· Clay to Lowe Mountain – the alternative route is via the Morant Villa Bridge to Trinityville

· Lloyds to Lowe Mountain 

· Windsor Forest to Mahoganyvale

· Belvedere to Hall Head – the alternative route is Hall Head to Morant River Bridge.  

Clarendon

· Two elderly persons are presently sheltering at a home in Rocky Point.

The public is advised to continue monitoring the radio for further advisories and to avoid areas that are at risk from flooding and landslides. Also take the following precautions:

· Be ready to evacuate if you live in low-lying or flood-prone areas. Decide on likely evacuation routes now. Plan to stay with family or friends in safer areas or in a public shelter and move to safety.

· Avoid flooded waterways, gullies, streams or rivers, either on foot or in vehicles.
· Move your refrigerator, stove and furniture to a higher floor, or place them on building blocks and secure to the wall.
· Do not walk outside barefooted during or after the flood event.

· Bury all dead animals right after flooding has subsided.

Fishers and other marine interests must exercise caution due to deteriorating sea conditions in the vicinity of showers and thunderstorms, over both inshore and offshore areas.

The Meteorological Service and ODPEM will continue to monitor the situation and further updates will be provided as the situation demands.

Contact: Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer, kmorris@odpem.org.jm
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