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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S

	FROM:  Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer

DEPT:    Information & Training Unit

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:  www.odpem.org.jm


NEWS RELEASE #32

ISSUED ON:  Thursday, August 30, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.
Update on Post-Hurricane Dean Recovery Activities

The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) is reporting the following post-Hurricane Dean recovery activities:

Health

Preliminary estimates of damage sustained to the health sector remain at J$168.4 million (US$2.4 million).
Electricity

The Jamaica Public Service (JPS) is reporting that power has been restored to 88% of its customers. Restoration is ongoing in the parishes of Manchester, Clarendon and St. Elizabeth. The projected time for full restoration remains at September 9, 2007.

Water

The National Water Commission (NWC) is reporting that 94% of its water production capacity has been restored. The Commission is indicating however, that there are isolated problems on the individual distribution systems, which they are working to restore.

Shelters

The shelter population has declined to 201 occupants in 16 shelters islandwide. Kingston & St. Andrew (KSA) and St. Thomas, each with 2 open shelters, have the highest number of occupants: 25 and 58 respectively. 
Affected Communities

As of August 29, 2007, just over 27,000 households assessments were done across the island. Of that number 1,851 houses were destroyed and a little less than 9000 incurred extensive damages. Major damage and destroyed houses account for approximately 50% of all units assessed.

The ODPEM will continue to keep the country informed as the post-Hurricane Dean recovery and relief efforts unfold.

Contact: Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer, kmorris@odpem.org.jm
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