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Associated Press Correspondent

GRAND CAYMAN, B.W.I. (AP) – At about 2 p.m. Saturday, residents of the Cayman Islands who live along the shoreline have been ordered to evacuate. Gary Rutty, who lives in the district of East End, said fire trucks have been driving along the Queen’s Highway in that district telling people to leave their homes as Hurricane Ivan, a category 5 (maximum level on the Safford-Simpson Scale) storm packing sustained winds of 165 mph, grows ever nearer.

Having already boarded up his East End home in the last couple of days, Rutty returned there to remove personal items, family photographs and clothing, as the killer storm poses an every-increasing threat, his wife, Angel, told the Associated Press.

A visiting Englishman staying at a luxury condominium along Grand Cayman’s famed Seven Mile Beach, David Melvin, said in an email to the Associated Press, that “we have been given an evacuation order for all coastal areas. We have been told that the hurricane wobbled and moved much closer to Grand Cayman. Maybe it could be just 33 miles away on the pass, and it seems the North and East (side districts) could get the brunt, or if the bugger keeps wobbling, God knows!”

He said that “this morning we had some squalls and it is getting windy, but now the sea is not as choppy as this a.m. In fact,” he said just past 2 p.m. “it is sunny!”

Ivan’s eye is reported to extend some 65 miles.

Suzan (cq) Merren, a local businesswoman, said she was seeking shelter in her office building on the southern edge of the capital, George Town, overlooking the harbour. “I wanted to be in a high building and on South Church Street so I will know what is going on at my parents’ home,” she told the Associated Press via email. That home is on the western shore, in the vicinity of Eden Rock, a popular dive site. All coastal residents have been ordered to flee the shoreline.

She said her brother, Greg Merren, would also seek shelter in a commercial building in the capital.

“The sea in George Town is very choppy right now,” she reported just before 2 p.m. “nice and sunny, but breezy.”

