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GRAND CAYMAN, B.W.I. (AP) – “At present (at 11 a.m.) it is now one moment raining and blowing in strong gusts here on the south coast, or the next moment all goes quiet and still and the sun is out as though it was a normal Spring day,” Grand Cayman businessman Lee Aronfeld, 65, told the Associated Press Saturday as the Cayman Islands braced for the onslaught of deadly Hurricane Ivan, a category 4 storm with sustained winds of 145 miles per hour which is expected to strengthen over the warm waters of the Caribbean Sea.

“The roads remain very quiet. In fact, the only sound heard over the gusts of wind and rain is an occasional hammer hitting a nail, or an electric drill where some distant neighbor is applying another sheet of protective plywood in a last-minute attempt to secure a last-minute noticed vulnerable window or door,” he added.

Meanwhile, in the district of West Bay, on the northeast peninsula, Terra Futan reported that the power had just come back on after an hour and a half outage. “The wind is blowing, we have had some rain squalls and our parking area is already flooded,” she said.

“It seems that Ivan has decided to change course and come even closer to us, 31.7 miles,” she speculated, which is closer to us than the Sister Islands as previously predicted. It is also slowing down” (moving at 8 mph), “leaving us another few hour to contemplate what could be,” she added.
An unidentified woman, communicating via internet, said “I have four little ones from eight years old down to three and they are as anxious as the rest of us!,” she said, “We are continuing to put plywood today on our second floor windows to further protect ourselves from the ocean surge as reports out of Jamaica have warned of high seas as with any hurricane.  As reported earlier, Ivan did not trek his way the direction most of us had hoped, i.e. over Jamaica, he skirted around it, which is not good for us.” She said she had been busy cooking, “as we have had unconfirmed reports that they will at some point cut power off for safety. We all know they – Caribbean Utilities Company (CUC) know what’s best, but thought while we have it, it would be a good time to cook up various meats and perhaps some cupcakes to have on hand for later.” She said her family was continuing to pack things away, and that the weather (at 11 a.m. Saturday was “light periods of rain, off and on, but there are areas where the sun is trying desperately to shine through.  Wind gusts are definitely there, but we are okay right now, so, keep all of us on our three islands as well as Jamaica in your prayers,” she pleaded.

