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Hurricane Michelle passes the Cayman Islands. 

 

 

Grand Cayman, B.W.I. – November 6, 2001 --After a stormy weekend, the Cayman Islands awoke to beautiful blue skies, balmy breezes, and a temperature of 80 degrees.  The Cayman Islands National Hurricane Committee has issued the “All Clear” for the Cayman Islands following the passage of the Hurricane Michelle effective 11:00am, November 5, 2001.

 
Throughout the last few days the three-island destination monitored and tracked Hurricane Michelle in anticipation and preparation for what the weather system might deliver.  With high seas, rain and winds, the residents and businesses prepared for Michelle even though it was only predicted to pass by to the west of Grand Cayman.  Early on Sunday morning, the weather system passed some 140 miles to the west of Grand Cayman.

 
The hurricane did not approach the Cayman Islands directly and the conditions were not severe enough to delay or cause the cancellation of any scheduled air service to the country during the time that it passed the Cayman Islands.  All international flights to and from Grand Cayman’s Owen Robert’s International Airport operated as scheduled during the weekend.

 
The Cayman Islands Department of Tourism and its private sector partners have begun the process of evaluating and assessing the damage caused by the storm surge and wave action as this Hurricane passed through the northwest Caribbean.  Marine conditions throughout the weekend caused coastal damage on the northwest coasts of Grand Cayman and throughout the harbor in the capital of George Town.  Some 
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properties and buildings along the Seven Mile Beach area and in the vicinity of Northwest Point, West Bay sustained waterfront damage.

 
The Cayman Turtle Farm, located in Northwest Point has suffered significant damage and is closed to the public at this time to facilitate the clean up and recovery efforts. Throughout Sunday, November 4, 2001, island residents and volunteers relocated many of the farm’s turtles to a safer habitat.  In addition a number of properties along North Church Street, Harbour Drive and South Church Street experienced varying levels of damage. As a result, some of these streets are impassable in a number of areas due to debris and the clean-up effort.

 
All other attractions including the Botanic Park and Pedro St. James were not affected and continue to be open for business as usual.  Most hotels, restaurants, watersport operations, condos, airlines and car rental agencies are open and are serving the visitors on Islands, as well as encouraging visitors to the Islands.  

The Department of Tourism is asking persons with travel plans to the Cayman Islands to contact their intended property for up-to-date information on specific conditions or by calling the Cayman Islands Tourism Association at 345-949-8522 or the Sister Islands Tourism Association at 345-948-2266.  Persons who wish further information in regards to the conditions within the Cayman Islands should visit www.caymanislands.ky. 
Located 480 miles south of Miami in the quiet western Caribbean, this trio of tiny islands is a premier destination for discriminating travelers, honeymooners and families.  World renowned for its beaches and diving sites, and ranked as the world’s fifth largest financial center, the Cayman Islands offer exciting recreational opportunities along with friendly, high quality, modern service. To learn more about the Cayman Islands, visit www.caymanislands.ky or call your local travel agent or the Cayman Islands Department of Tourism at 1-800-346-3313.  
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